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News

✓    Our 2015 annual 

report is inside. We set 

records for outreaches 

& meals.

✓    During 2015, we  

served sack lunches 

No. 80,000, No. 85,000 

& No. 90,000.

✓    We served our  

95,000th meal  

in Dallas on  

Feb. 20, 2016.

✓    February 2016 was  

our biggest February  

on record. We served 

1,416 meals.

✓    Through April 2016, we 

were at 97,838 meals 

since our start in 2003.

✓    Talk about miracles. 

One of our volunteers, 

Sam Patton, had a 

heart attack on Feb. 28 

and was back serving 

with us five days later 

on March 4! 

The Good News is being preached to the poor.  

Matthew 11:5 

“No Small Feat”
We are on the brink of our biggest milestone yet. We 
will soon surpass 99,000 meals served, putting us on a 
clear path to No. 100,000 in a few weeks.

In early 2013, we thought it would happen in 2017. But 
as we’ve shared, the pace has surged as our chapters in 
Denver and Dallas hit their stride. Last year we served 
324 meals per week across our cities!

Serving up 100,000 meals – at a cost of anywhere from 
$2-$4 per bag – with an all-volunteer army is “no small 
feat” in the words of Tulsa volunteer LaKishea Smith, who has helped us before on the front lines.

She was present on Sept. 12, 2008, when we served our 20,000th meal to a man named Gary. Since 
then, we’ve doubled how many meals we’re serving annually, hitting a new high of 16,869 meals in 2015.

It’s made possible by every donor, dollar and heart who helps. LaKishea is one picture of more than 
1,200 people who have served. And why do they do it?

“My mom is my mentor,” LaKishea says. “She passionately wanted to learn about the Lord and share 
His love with others. She wrote encouraging notes and gave them out to strangers.”

“With Filling The Void, I like how the people are drawn in. We’re able to get up close and personal with 
them. We touch them. We see them. We hear their stories. We really get to connect with them.”

“To me, the experience is very humbling. I can’t recall all their names, but I do remember the faces. It’s 
been amazing to watch all of this grow so much over time,”LaKishea added.

After completing her first half-marathon, LaKishea also spoke at one of our outreaches about running 
the race of life with endurance. She vividly remembers encouraging them “to never give up.”

We emphasize that our message of hope is even more important than the meals we serve. The meal 
lasts a few minutes. The message can impact the course of someone’s life.

Thank you to all of the “LaKisheas” for helping us reach the needy, such as Rick Enochs and Erin 
Graham in Denver, Alysia Jordan and Kobe Neal in Dallas, and Aaron Tucker and Dana Wolpert in Tulsa. 

LaKishea Smith (right) was on-hand for  
one of our very first milestones. 
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1. Did 165 outreaches – 22% more than the year before

2. Ministered to the homeless in 7 different cities

3. Served 4,000 more meals than in 2014 – our biggest jump ever

4. Distributed 16,869 meals, up 31% vs. the year before

5. Averaged serving 46 meals every single day of the year

6. Had our biggest outreach ever on Oct. 17, serving 242 people

7. Served at least 1,500 meals in a month five times

8. Had our largest month on record: 1,930 meals in March 2015

9. Denver topped 4,000 meals for the first time, hitting 4,225

10. Dallas served 3,773 meals, up 39% vs. the prior year

Update on our 
Master Plan

At the beginning of 2013, 
we rolled out a vision to 
take Filling The Void beyond 
Tulsa, Denver and Dallas 
with the goal of reaching 365 
outreaches per year.

We are making progress. Our 
outreaches per year have 
grown from 98 in 2012 to  
165 in 2015, an increase of  
68 percent. 

Logistically, we have focused 
on the U.S. West, doing 
initial work in six other cities: 
Phoenix, San Diego, San 
Francisco, Seattle, Spokane 
and Portland. 

So far, we have served 
1,186 meals in these cities, 
including 744 in 2015 and 48 
already in 2016. We’re also 
scheduled to be in Seattle 
again this summer.

All of this work is preliminary, 
with an eye toward the 
long-term. Fulfilling the 
vision will likely require full-
time attention, which is an 
opportunity we await as we do 
our “day jobs” too.

For 2016, we are doing 
monthly strategy meetings 
to openly discuss the coming 
decades. The topics include 
succession planning, reaching 
a million meals and widening 
our geographic scope.

One of the ideas that’s 
emerged is the desire to 
do large-scale feeding and 
preaching events that are 10 
to 20 to 30 times larger than 
our current outreaches. Think 
3,000 to 5,000 people at  
a time.

Our 2015 Top 10 Highlights

Erin Graham helps lead outreaches in Denver. 

Anthony is living proof of the life change we see. We served Travis in San Diego.



Tulsa 2015

✓   $49,547.90 in income

✓   $39,036.82 in expenses

✓   66 outreaches

✓   8,127 meals served

✓   Avg. of 156 meals/week

Denver 2015

✓  $7,251.52 in income

✓  $11,618.78 in expenses

✓  43 outreaches

✓  4,225 meals served

✓  Avg. of 81 meals/week

Dallas 2015

✓   $14,662.15 in income

✓   $11,810.86 in expenses

✓   48 outreaches

✓  3,773 meals served

✓  Avg. of 73 meals/week

Dave Warren (center) serves on our Denver board.Two of our 3,773 recipients in Dallas last year.
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2016 Ministry Starts Strong
So far, we’re tracking just about even with last year’s record-breaking pace. 

At this point, we’re averaging 1,300 meals a month, compared with 1,368 at the same time 
last year which was boosted by more than 600 lunches in Phoenix over Spring Break 2015.

We’re seeing victories in the lives we meet – such as James who has been off the streets  
for two years now and helps us serve on occasion – as well as the vicious cycles of poverty  
and addiction.

Two years ago Michael was making a lot of progress. He was clean (off drugs), working as  
a parking lot attendant and had a roof over his head. Today, he’s basically back where he  
was before.

The people we serve face real battles, particularly in their hearts and minds. They are wounded 
inside and out – physically, mentally and emotionally. It’s not easy work, but our message of 
hope is one that heals.

Denver
11

Tulsa
2,699

Denver
1,146

Phoenix
48

Dallas
1,304

Phoenix
2

Tulsa
23

Dallas
15

Outreaches: 51

Meals: 5,197

Denver
11

Tulsa
2,699

Denver
1,146

Phoenix
48

Dallas
1,304

Phoenix
2

Tulsa
23

Dallas
15

Outreaches: 51

Meals: 5,197

William Waggoner (left) has been speaking at our Tulsa outreaches.

James (center) used to be served at our outreaches. Now he comes to help.

First Four Months  
of 2016
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